THE FORD 
ELECTRONIC 


SYSTEM 


OPERATING 
GUIDE 


WELCOME TO THE SPECTACULAR 
SOUND CUSTOM DESIGNED 
FOR YOUR NEW FORD 


With the Ford Audio System you have selected, you can 
be confident of quality high-fidelity sound specifically 
designed for the acoustics of your new vehicle. 


Ford expertise in electronics and audio engineering 
speaks for itself with over 50 years of audio design. In 
addition, Ford maintains one of the most technically 
advanced audio development and test facilities in the 
world. 


To help you enjoy all the features of your Ford Audio 
System, please take a few moments to familiarize 
yourself with the information on the following pages. 


ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO RADIO 
WITH CASSETTE TAPE PLAYER 


The ELECTRONIC SEARCH RADIO is 
offered in four different configurations: 


* AM/FM Stereo with Cassette Tape Player and 


Graphic Equalizer 


* AM/FM Stereo with Cassette Tape Player 


* AM/FM Stereo 
* AM 


NOTE: A Mechanically tuned AM radio is also available on certain vehicles. 
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ELECTRONIC AM/FM 
STEREO RADIO 


This unit includes all the features and controls shown 
above, except those pertaining to the cassette player. The 


audio controls on the right side of the panel are 


repositioned. 
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Dolby® is a Registered Trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. 


Ford Motor Company reserves the right to discontinue models or options or 
change specifications, equipment or design at any time without notice and 


without incurring obligation. A similar version with slightly different controls may be 


supplied as an alternate to this radio. 
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ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO RADIO 
WITH CASSETTE TAPE PLAYER — 
OPERATING PROCEDURES 


STATION TUNING 


ON/OFF-VOLUME-CLOCK [C | BSureemomotemtit: 


radio on, press again to turn it off. To increase the 
volume, rotate the control clockwise. NOTE: If the radio 
contains the clock feature, rotate the volume control 
clockwise to turn the radio on. Pushing the control 
causes the display to switch between the radio 
frequency and clock. 


The Electronic Search Radio has three tuning methods 
for your convenience: 


MANUAL TUNE & — Press the right (+) side of the 


switch for a higher frequency, and press the left (-) side 
of the switch for a lower frequency. Lightly pressing and 
releasing the switch will move the frequency band up or 
down at a slower rate. Holding the switch down for half 
a second or longer will change frequencies rapidly. 


yaa aaa) ©) — The seek rocker switch can be 


used to automatically select the next listenable station up 
or down the frequency band. First, push the 
Local/Distant button GO. LOC will appear in the display 

and the radio will stop only on stronger (local) 
stations. To seek both stronger and weaker (distant) 
stations, press the Local/Distant button. LOC will 
disappear and the radio will stop on both stronger and 
weaker stations. Then, pressing the right ( P> ) side of 
the seek switch will select a higher frequency, and 
pressing the left (<@ ) side of the switch will select a 
lower frequency. By holding the switch down, listenable 
stations can be passed over to reach the desired area on 
the band. 


eam OG — For use with the Seek @ 


function. To seek only stronger (local) stations, press the 
local/distant switch until LOC appears in the display ©. 
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The radio will stop only on stronger (local) stations. To 
seek both stronger and weaker (distant) stations, press 
the local/distant switch again. LOC will disappear from 
the display and the radio will now stop on stronger and 
weaker stations. NOTE: The L/D switch does not change 
reception of a station. It only permits the selection of 
stronger (local) or stronger and weaker (distant) stations 
when using the seek function only. 


STATION FREQUENCY/CLOCK DISPLAY (5) _ 


The selected frequency or clock will appear in the 
display (if clock feature is present). 


AM SWITCH @ — Press to select AM mode and to 


access the six AM memory presets. 


FM SWITCH o- Press to select FM mode. Pressing 


again will alternate between FM1 and FM2, accessing the 
six memories in each. 


AM/FM1/FM2 INDICATOR r 8} — The selected radio 


band will appear in the display. 


DMB ETI eG © — indicates an FM 


stereo station. 


FADE CONTROL @-— The fade control knob 


adjusts the sound distribution between the front and rear 
speakers. Turn it clockwise to shift the sound to the rear 
speakers; turn it counterclockwise to shift the sound to 
the front speakers. 


EVE) hasle) a GD — The balance control 


knob adjusts the sound distribution between the right 
and left speakers. Turn it clockwise to shift the sound to 
the right speakers; turn it counterclockwise to shift the 
sound to the left speakers. 


TREBLE CONTROL (|) Bip unrtieestsr adjusts the 


higher tonal qualities to your preference. If your listening 
preference is for more “highs,” turn the control clock- 
wise; for less “highs,” turn the control counterclockwise. 


BASS CONTROL O- This control adjusts the 


lower tonal qualities to your preference. If your listening 
preference is for more “lows,” turn the control 
clockwise; for less “lows,” turn the control 
counterclockwise. 


STATION MEMORY PRESETS (20) — The six 


memory buttons can be used to select up to six preset 
AM stations and 12 FM stations. First, select either the 
AM or FM band by pushing the AM 6 ) or FM 

button (push the FM button once for access to the first 
six FM presets, twice for the second set of six FM 
presets). AM, FM1 or FM2 will be displayed ©. To store 
a station, tune to the desired frequency using manual or 
seek tuning, press one of the memory buttons and hold 
the button for about two seconds until the sound 
returns. The station is now held in memory. NOTE: If 
the vehicle’s battery is disconnected, memory buttons 
will need to be reset. 


CASSETTE TAPE PLAYER 


With the radio power on, insert a cassette — with the 
open edge to the right — firmly into the tape door 11) to 
assure proper seating. Arrows in the display 21) indicate 


the direction of tape travel. At the end of the tape, the 
direction automatically reverses and plays the other track 
of the tape. The alternate track of the tape can also be 
selected at any time by pressing the reverse (REV) 
button @. 


Tapes recorded with Dolby® B noise reduction should be 
played in the Dolby® B mode for best reproduction. Push 
the Dolby® B button @ to activate, indicated by the Do 
symbol in the display @. 


The fast rewind 12) or fast forward © buttons allow 
desired program segments of the tape to be reached 
quickly. The buttons will lock in position until the end of 
the tape is reached. To interrupt the fast forward or 
rewind operations, lightly press the opposite fast-travel 
button and the tape will resume playing. 


To stop the tape and eject the cassette, press the eject 
button ©. The radio will resume playing. 


CLOCK OPERATION 
(Available on selected vehicles) 


Pressing the volume/clock control will alternate the 
frequency and time within the display. All other radio or 
cassette functions (stereo, Dolby® B noise reduction, tape 
direction or AM/FM indicators) will be seen in either 
mode. In the clock mode, pressing any radio function 
will automatically display the radio frequency for 
approximately ten seconds before reverting to the clock 
mode. 


CLOCK SET To set the clock, turn the radio on and 
press in and hold the on/off-volume-clock control @. 
Press the tune control ® left (-) to advance the hours 
and right (+) to advance the minutes. 


ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO RADIO 
AND CASSETTE TAPE PLAYER WITH 
GRAPHIC EQUALIZER 


The graphic equalizer is an expanded tone control which 
gives you more precise control of the tonal response of 
the entertainment system. Each of the seven slides 
controls a discrete portion of the audio frequency. This 
greater flexibility enables you to tailor the sound to your 
taste. 


All the features and controls on this radio are the same 
as those shown above, except the audio controls. The 
bass and treble functions are performed through the 
seven-band slide controls on the graphic equalizer, which 
also includes the fade control. A slide balance control rs) 
replaces the balance control below the cassette door. 


FADE CONTROL 


DUAL LED BAR GRAPH POWER 
METER WITH ON/OFF SWITCH 


8 BALANCE CONTROL 


OPERATING PROCEDURES 


CONTROLS 


Cyaan sakes) @ — Press to turn the 


equalizer on, press again to turn it off. 


TONE CONTROLS oz] — Slide the tone controls up 


to boost the audio signal up to 12db at the desired 
frequency; slide the controls down to cut the audio 
signal by as much as 12db. 


Zee i) €) — The fade control knob 


adjusts the sound distribution between the front and rear 
speakers. Turn it clockwise to shift the sound to the rear 
speakers; turn it counterclockwise to shift the sound to 
the front speakers. 


DUAL LED BAR GRAPH 

POWER METER WITH ON/OFF SWITCH 4 ) _ 
Press to turn the power meter on, press again to turn it 
off. The left half of the power meter will track the power 
to the left channels and the right half of the power meter 
will track the power to the right channels. 


Exact use of the equalizer is a function of personal 
preference; however, listed below are some suggestions 
for performing initial control adjustments. 


1. Start by setting all seven slides in the middle (zero) 
position. 


2. Adjust the controls for the lows (60-150 Hz) and the 
highs (6-12 kHz) first, as most car interiors tend to 
accentuate the mid-range frequencies. 


3. Adjust the mid-range to your preference. 
4. Work with only one slide at a time. 


5. Start with the outer (60 Hz and 12 kHz) and work 
toward the center controls. 


REAR SEAT AUDIO CONTROLS 


AVAILABLE ON SOME AEROSTAR MODELS 


The rear seat control unit allows one or two rear seat 
passengers to listen to the radio through stereo 
headphones (NOTE: headphones are not included). It 
also permits rear seat passengers to turn the rear 
speakers on and off as desired or to activate seek tuning 
or station memory presets to change radio frequencies. 


SEEK UP/DOWN SWITCHES 
MEMORY SEEK SWITCH 
HEADPHONE JACK #2 


HEADPHONE #2 VOLUME 
CONTROL 


SPEAKER SWITCH 
HEADPHONE #1 VOLUME CONTROL 
HEADPHONE JACK #1 
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OPERATING PROCEDURES 


SPEAKER SWITCH @ — Press the speaker switch 


to turn off the rear speakers, press again to turn on the 
rear speakers. 


PT es aed © and @ — two stereo 


headphones may be used with these headphone jacks. 


HEADPHONE VOLUME CONTROLS £2 Bure 7) 


— These controls allow both headphone volumes to be 
adjusted individually. 


SEEK UP/DOWN SWITCHES C4 ] — These switches 


operate in the same manner as the seek control on the 
radio. 


MEMORY SEEK SWITCH e- The memory seek 


switch changes the frequency to the next station stored in 
memory. This functions only within the band on which 
the radio is set (e.g., when the radio is set on the “FM1” 
band, operating the memory seek switch will sequence 
the radio through the six stations stored in memory in 
the FM1 band). 


NOTE: The rear speakers can be turned off via the rear 
seat audio controls. If the rear speakers are not 
operating, check the Speaker Switch ® . 
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ELECTRONIC AM RADIO — 
PANEL CONTROLS 


<) STATION FREQUENCY/ 


MANUAL TUNE CLOCK INDICATOR 


'® BASS/TREBLE 


 ON/OFF-VOLUME CONTROL 


-CLOCK 


3) STATION MEMORY 
PRESETS 


Pela eeesnemkelad @) — Press to turn the 


radio on, press again to turn it off. To increase the 
volume, rotate the control clockwise. NOTE: If the radio 
contains the clock feature, rotate the volume control 
clockwise to turn the radio on. Pushing the control 
causes the display to switch between the radio 
frequency and clock. 
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OPERATING PROCEDURES 


TUT @ — Press the right (+) side of the 


switch for a higher frequency, and press the left (-) side 
of the switch for a lower frequency. Lightly pressing and 
releasing the switch will move the frequency band up or 
down at a slower rate. Holding the switch down for half 
a second or longer will change frequencies rapidly. 


STATION FREQUENCY/CLOCK INDICATOR eo — 


The selected radio frequency or clock will appear in the 
display (if clock feature is present). 


BASS/TREBLE CONTROL 4 Baaierem i cieentite 


clockwise to increase the treble, counterclockwise to 
increase the bass. 


STATION MEMORY PRESETS [ 5 easiest 


station in memory, first tune to the desired station, then 
press and hold one of the memory buttons for two 
seconds until the sound returns. NOTE: If the vehicle’s 
battery is disconnected, memory buttons will need to be 
reset. 


CLOCK OPERATION 
(Available on selected vehicles) 


Pressing the volume/clock control will alternate the 
frequency and time within the display. In the clock 
mode, pressing any radio function will automatically 
display the radio frequency for approximately ten 
seconds before reverting to the clock mode. 


6) Kel e) @-) 385 — To set the clock, turn the radio on and 
press in and hold the on/off-volume-clock control QB. 


Press the tune control & left (-) to advance the hours 
and right (+) to advance the minutes. 
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MECHANICALLY TUNED 
AM RADIO — PANEL CONTROLS 


ON/OFF-VOLUME CONTROL 
BASS/TREBLE CONTROL 
TUNE CONTROL 

STATION MEMORY PRESETS 


36 8 10 12 14 
[e OBREE Tees Bite Bile 8) 


OPERATING PROCEDURES 


ON/OFF-VOLUME CONTROL a — Rotate the 


control clockwise to turn the radio on and to increase 
volume, counterclockwise to decrease volume and turn 
the radio off. 


EVA ae eae Le @) — Rotate the control 


clockwise to increase the bass, counterclockwise to 
increase the treble. 


TUNE CONTROL & — Rotate the control clockwise 


to tune to a higher frequency, counterclockwise to tune 
to a lower frequency. 


STATION MEMORY PRESETS 4 ) — To store a 


station in memory, first tune to the desired station. Next, 
pull out (unlock) one of the memory buttons, then push 
the button in all the way (lock). The station is now 
stored in memory. To access a stored station, press the 
button. 


CAUTION: To prevent damage to the controls, when any 
memory button is in the pulled-out (unlocked) position, 
DO NOT operate the tune control. 
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COMMON OPERATING CONDITIONS 
FORD AUDIO SYSTEM 


The following information is designed to help you 
recognize typical situations that could be mistakenly 
interpreted as mechanical malfunctions of the sound 
system. 


RADIO RECEPTION 


Although FM reception is sometimes publicized as noise- 
free, in fact several factors prevent FM reception from 
being completely clear and noise-free, such as the 
following: 


e The strength of the FM signal is directly related to the 
distance the signal must travel. The listenable range of 
an average FM signal is approximately 25 miles. 
Beyond this distance, the radio is operating in a fringe 
area and the signal becomes weaker. 

¢ The terrain (flat, hilly, mountainous, tall buildings) of 
the area over which the signal travels 

¢ The intensity of external electrical interference 

e Atmospheric conditions 


ULC yy ee] e) 8) vale) §— Used by some stations to 


increase their “loudness” relative to other stations. The 
difference in loudness levels can be a result of both 
signal modulation as well as signal strength. 


sits} — The most common noise problems 
created by terrain are Flutter and Multi-path 
Cancellation. 


Flutter is repeated pops and hisses which are heard 
during an otherwise clear broadcast. While this is 
generally experienced in the station's fringe area, it can 
also occur near the station because of the “line of sight 
characteristic of FM radio waves. 


” 
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If there is a building or large structure between the 
antenna and station, some of the signal “bends” around 
the building, but certain spots have almost no signal. 
Moving out of the “shadow” of the structure will allow 
the station to return to normal. 


Multi-path Cancellation creates noise similar to flutter 
with the addition of distortion in the program. This 
condition exists when the radio waves are reflected from 
objects or structures. The reflected signal cancels the 
normal signal, causing the antenna to pick up noise and 
distortion. Cancellation effects are most prominent in 
metropolitan areas, but also can become quite severe in 
hilly terrain and depressed roadways. 


To minimize these conditions, a stereo/mono blend circuit 
has been incorporated into this system. This feature 
automatically switches a weak stereo signal to a clearer 
monaural signal, which improves the quality of 
reception. 


Several sources of static are normal conditions on AM 
frequencies. These can be caused by power lines, electric 
fences, traffic lights and thunderstorms. 


Another reception phenomenon is Strong Signal Capture 
and Overload. This can occur when listening to a weak 
station and when passing another broadcast tower. The 
close station may capture the more distant station, 
although the displayed frequency does not change. While 
passing the tower, the station may switch back and forth 
a few times before returning to the original station. 
When several broadcast towers are present (common in 
metropolitan areas) several stations may overload the 
receiver resulting in considerable station changing, 
mixing and distortion. This condition is localized and 
will not harm the receiver. 
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Automatic gain control circuitry for both AM and FM 
bands has been incorporated into this system to reduce 
strong signal capture and overload. 


og ger ei aie — Within the 


automobile environment are powerful electrical and 
electronic systems. The high voltage from these systems 
may produce noisy side effects that can interfere with 
both the AM and FM receptions. Precautions have been 
taken to minimize interference in Ford Motor Company 
vehicles by the installation of special suppression 
equipment. 


aa ele Sle al) fe) St) — Today’s audio systems 


have greater frequency response than earlier systems, 
giving more “highs and lows.” As mentioned earlier, 
adjusting the bass and treble controls will allow you to 
“tailor” the sound to your listening preference. 
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CARE AND CLEANING 
OF YOUR TAPES AND CASSETTE PLAYER 


For the continued high performance of your cassette tape 
player, the following are recommended: 


Only cassettes that are 90 minutes long or less should 
be used. Tapes longer than 90 minutes are thinner and 
subject to breakage or may jam the tape player 
mechanism. 


Protect cassettes from exposure to direct sunlight, high 
humidity and extreme heat or cold. If they are exposed 
to extreme conditions, allow them to reach a moderate 
temperature before playing. 


If a tape is loose inside the cassette, tighten it before 
playing by putting your finger or a pencil into one of 
the holes and turning the hub until the tape is tight. 


Tapes should not be left in the radio. High heat in the 
car can cause the cassette to warp. 


Using a Ford Cassette Cleaning Cartridge to clean the 
tape-player head after 10-12 hours of play will help 
maintain the best playback sound. 
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WARRANTY 


Your sound system is warranted for one full year. 
Consult your vehicle warranty booklet for further 
information. 


If you require service, return to your dealer. There are 
Ford factory-authorized repair locations nationwide that 
your dealer can contact for service. 


*Ask your dealer for warranty information. 
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PERSONAL LUXURY...IN SOUND 


D> 


AUDIO SYSTEMS 


HELP US HELP YOU 


Now that you’ve had a chance to use your new Ford Audio 
System, we would like your opinion of it. Please take a few 
moments to complete and return the postpaid questionnaire. 


1. In what vehicle is this audio system installed? 


L] Escort L]) Festiva L] Tracer 

L} Tempo (| Topaz () Mustang 

L] Thunderbird CL] Cougar |} Econoline 

L} Club Wagon [| Aerostar |} Bronco 

L] Bronco II |] FSeries Truck (©) Ranger Truck 


2. Which sound system do you have in your vehicle? 


L] Electronic Search Radio with Cassette and 
Graphic Equalizer 

L] Electronic Search Radio with Cassette 

_] Electronic Search AM/FM Stereo 

L] Mechanically Tuned AM 

L] Rear Seat Audio Controls 


3. How did you hear about Ford Audio Systems? 
L} Prior Experience 
L] Friend/Relative 
L] Advertising 
L) Other 


4, How would you rate your Ford Audio System for overall 
performance and quality? 


1 2 3. 4@ 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Le se Excellent 


Comments: 


5. Would you recommend your Ford Audio System to others? 
YES tL) NOU 


6. Would you purchase this Ford Audio System again? 
YES O NOU 


7, What additional feature(s) would you like to see added to 
your next vehicle? 


L] AM Stereo (} TV Sound 
L) Graphic Equalizer L} Music Search 
|] Compact Disc Player L} Clock 


[| FORD JBL Audio System JC Digital Audio Tape 
[| Other (specify) 


8. Other comments or suggestions? 


OPTIONAL INFORMATION 


Name 

Address 

iy ite Zi 
Phone ( ) Age 
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